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"V. To army commanders alone^ is intrusted the power
to destroy mills, houses, cottdn-gins, etc., and for them
this general principle is laid down: In districts and
neighborhoods where the army is unmolested, no destruc-
tion of such property should be permitted; but should
guerrillas or. bush whackers molest our march, or should
the inhabitants burn bridges, obstruct roads, or otherwise
manifest local hostility, then army corps commanders
should order and enforce a devastation more or less relent-
less, according to the measure of such hostility.

"VI. As for horses, mules, wagons, etc., belonging to
the inhabitants, the cavalry and  artillery may appropriate
freely^and without limit, discriminating, however, between
the rich, who are usually hostile, and the poor or indus-
trious, who  are  usually neutral   or  friendly.      Foraging
parties may also take mules or horses to replace the jaded
animals of their trains, or to serve as pack-mules for the
regiments or brigades.'   In all foraging, of whatever kind,
the parties engaged will refrain from abusive or threaten-
ing languages, and may, when the  officer in  command
thinks proper, give written certificates of the facts, but no
receipts, and they will endeavor to leave with each family
a reasonable portion for their maintenance.

"VII. Negroes who are able-bodied, and can be of
service to the several columns, may be taken along, but
each army commander will bear in mind that the ques-
tion of supplies is a very important one, and that his
first duty is to see to those who bear arms.

"VIII. The organization at once of a good pioneer*
battalion for each .corps, composed, if possible, of negroes,
should be attended to. This battalion should follow thus State, had been
